BAROMETRIC PHENOMES
Hence the. barometer, although not au in prophet, is nevertheless of considerable ass easting weather conditions some hours ahe; comparing at a e.entral station the telegraphic reports of barometer readings made, every few hours at stations all over the- country, it is possible*, to determine in what direction the atmospheric eddies which cause barometer changes and stormy conditions are traveling, and hence to ".forecast" the weather even a day or two in advance.
48. The first barometers. Torrieelli actually constructed a barometer not essentially diiTe.re.nt from that shown in ,Fig\ 28, and used it for observing* changes in the. atmospheric pressure; but perhaps the most interestinjj;1 of the early barometers was that set up about 1(550 by tin*, famous old German physicist Otto von (Jnerieko, of Ma^debur^ (lOO^-KhSO)-rometer a water column the. top of which passed thro house. A wooden ima^'e. which floated on the, upper IH appeared above the housetop in fair weather but ret foul, a circumstance which led his neighbors to charge him with beiui^'in league with Satan. *
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